AAS 241 | GEO 252: Economies of Race

Departments of African American Studies and Geography
Instructor: Dr. Jovan Scott Lewis
Email: jovan@berkeley.edu
Office Hours: Thursdays 9:30-11 AM and 12:30-2 PM, or by appointment | 672 Barrows Hall
This course examines the economy as a domain of social analysis for understanding the black experience.
Throughout the course we will examine what forms economic institutions and practices take across the
black Diaspora. We will examine the central place of race within capitalist economies, largely overlooked by
mainstream economic analyses and unpack its implications for equality in wider capitalist markets, state
systems, and policy initiatives. Through historical and ethnographic accounts we will explore how people
across the Diaspora cope with crises and inequality, both individually and collectively, and how historical
narratives are brought to bear on those methods, and on notions of the future. Students will become
familiar with fundamental aspects of economic anthropology and with core concepts examined in the field,
such as capitalism, labor, neoliberalism, debt, commodities, and markets. However, we will extend beyond
these standard frames by foregrounding the black experience.
Course Assessment
Participation & Attendance — 25%
Due to the structure of the course, participation is key for the course to be productive and successful. Every
three (3) absences without prior notification will result in a 5% decrease in the participation grade.
Weekly Presentations— 40%
Each week, students will provide a 10-15 minute presentation on how their own research/work intersects (or
doesn’t) with the themes that arise out of the assigned text for the week. There will be a discussion which
will then interrogate the limits of those themes as demonstrated by the presentations, as well as further
reflection on how each student’s work can be further/differently considered through these frameworks.
Students should email a quick description of their weekly topic by the end of day, Wednesday.
Final Paper/Presentation-35%
For the final class session (4.28), each student will have prepared a15 minute paper presentation on a theme
that provides a collective consideration of the themes from the preceding weekly papers/presentations.
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